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President’s 
foreword

Manchester Academy of Fine Arts came into 
existence in 1859. From then to the present day 
members have shown in annual and seasonal 
exhibitions each year, uninterrupted throughout 
both World War I and World War II.

These shows even featured works by members 
who served as official war artists documenting the 
battle front and wartime industry. For more than 
165 years visitors have been able to respond to 
aspects of human existence that words and 
photographs alone cannot capture.

Whatever the subject, the piece of work an artist 
produces encapsulates a thought, whether it be a 
state of mind, a physical place, person or object; it 
is a unique production of one mind and starts with 
one gesture and one mark placed with intention. 
Art in all its forms is a powerful tool for self-care 
and mental health. When we look at an artwork, 
our brain absorbs the emotion that an artist seeks 
to convey through their work. Art activates the 
reward and pleasure centres within each of us and 
is known to be both therapeutic and nurturing.

It is to this end that MAFA presents ARTFUL 
REMEMBRANCE, an exhibition exploring how 
making and experiencing art helps us honour 
people, places and moments that shape our lives 
and the lives of others. Myriads of memories make 
us human. Inspired by Galileo’s belief that images 
keep memory alive, and echoing Keats’ idea that 
art can feel like “a remembrance,” this exhibition 
invites quiet reflection, deep connection, 
contemplation, and discussion.

Set within this historic, purpose-built space, the 
exhibition presents works which enable us to find 
ourselves and lose ourselves at the same time. 
MAFA will also be collaborating with Stockport’s 
Write Out Loud poets before and during the 
exhibition, and looks forward to creating a 
community conversation across generations 
asking, “What do we hold dear?”

Janina Cebertowicz

MAFA at Stockport War 
Memorial Art Gallery

MAFA has a long and valued relationship with 
Stockport War Memorial Art Gallery, having 
presented regular members’ exhibitions at the 
venue over many years, including successful 
exhibitions over the last decade.

As both a place of remembrance and a much-loved 
public gallery, Stockport War Memorial Art Gallery 
offers a unique setting in which art, history and 
community come together. Built in memory of 
those lost in World War I, the gallery continues  
to provide a space for reflection, creativity and 
cultural exchange.

Situated alongside the evolving landscape of 
Stopford Park and the wider regeneration of the 
town centre, the gallery remains an important part 
of Stockport’s cultural life. For MAFA, it provides a 
fitting setting in which to celebrate contemporary 
artistic practice while continuing a tradition of 
making art accessible to local audiences.

This exhibition invites visitors to spend time with 
both the artworks and the building itself — to 
pause, look closely and enjoy the many ways in 
which art can foster connection: between artists 
and audiences, past and present, and the stories 
that shape both people and place.

Stockport War 
Memorial Art Gallery 
offers a unique setting 
in which art, history 
and community come 
together.
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In memoriam

Bob Booth (1948–2025)

Bob was born in England, trained first as an art teacher  
and later as an Anglican priest, and moved to Australia in 
1988/1989, where he eventually became a full time painter, 
working from a studio in Toodyay, Western Australia.

His work was mainly figurative, landscape and religious 
painting. His time as a priest strongly influenced his religious 
art, and he produced major works depicting the Crucifixion, 
Resurrection and other Christian themes. He also painted 
the Australian landscape particularly after working in  
the Pilbara. He exhibited in Britain and Australia and was 
elected as a Member of The Academy in 2012.

Cliff Moorhouse (1937–2025)

Cliff joined as Secretary for The Academy in  
1985 and served for twenty-five years. In 2015  
he was awarded a Life Membership for his services 
to MAFA. 

After National Service in the British Army, he went  
on to join the TA until he retired, then worked  
for British Telecom. He was the organiser of 
Saddleworth International Art week for many  
years alongside his wife, the sculptor and MAFA 
Member Jean Fenton.

Glenys Latham (1946–2006)

Born in Atherton, Glenys was elected as a Member of  
The Academy in 1982, becoming the first woman President  
of The Academy from 1990–1993.

Glenys was a British sculptor and visual artist, and was 
particularly known for sculpture in stone, wood and bronze,  
often exploring the human figure and natural forms.

She studied at Bolton Secondary Art School and Art College,  
then gained a diploma in Sculpture and Life Drawing at 
Wolverhampton College of Art. She was Head of Art at Leigh  
Girls’ Grammar School and later at Wigan and Leigh College.

Her work includes the Venus series, figure sculptures and  
works inspired by landscapes and travel.

Ulrich West (1937–2025)

Born in Brussels, Ulrich was a British artist and watercolourist.

He was elected as a Member of The Academy in 2001. Ulrich  
was an important figure in the North West English Art scene, 
particularly around Liverpool, St Helens and Manchester.  
He was educated in Sussex, India, London and Scotland.  
After National Service in the Royal Navy, he studied graphic  
design at Liverpool College of Art in the late 1950’s.

He later trained as a teacher of adults with special needs  
and worked in that field for eight years before leaving to  
become a full-time freelance artist. His work is distinctive  
for its strong draughtsmanship, landscapes, unusual  
perspectives and surreal/quirky imagery.
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Featured 
artworks

Paulette Bansal 
Coalesce I 
Print collage on board 
14 x 22 cm

Liz Ackerley 
Glimpses Into The Summer Garden 
Mixed media 
53 x 53 cm

Felicity Bithell 
Solstice Morning 
2026, rust ink, copper ink, soft pastels, tinted charcoal on Fabriano paper 
17 x 71 cm unframed, 25 x 81 cm

Bohuslav Barlow 
No Looking Back 
Oil on canvas 
77 x 57 cm

Paul Aston 
Where’s your ball then? 
Oil on board 
75 x 84 x 4 cm
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MAFA members’ 
exhibition 2026

Anastasia Borodina 
The Heart of the World 
2024, oil on linen 
18 × 18″

Vince Bottomley 
Chieftain 
Wood 
60(h) x 30 x 12″

Eve Lumai Bridges 
Oblitus Mortis Arbroath I 
Mixed media on found photograph 
53 x 53 cm

Amy Bradnock 
The Convergence of Two 
Stoneware ceramic and glaze 
Approx. 45(h) x 25(w) x 56(l) cm

Janis Bowie 
Fabric Finishing Machine  
Acrylic on canvas  
60 x 84 cm

Derek Boak 
The Door Into Summer 
Mixed media on canvas 
50 x 50 cm
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MAFA members’ 
exhibition 2026

Peter Davis 
Paint-Me (Polyptych)  
Acrylic on canvas board 
130 x 30 cm

Alison Diamond 
Front Room Salon 
Multi plate linocut 
85 x 67 cm

Rory Chisholm 
A Forest of Columns  
Mixed media – pen over print  
(print of a pencil and ink wash original) 
70 x 52 cm

David Edwards 
On the Edge 
Oil on canvas 
20 x 24″

Janina Cebertowicz 
A Painter’s Hands 
Oil on linen 
28 x 33 cm

Linda Brill 
Marble Egg, Jar and Pumpkin 
Oil on board 
40 x 51 cm
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MAFA members’ 
exhibition 2026

Angela Herd Hall 
Remember home schooling? 
Oil 
53 x 53 cm

Gill Hamilton 
David with Oranges and Stripes 
Acrylic on canvas board 
50 x 40 cm

Gerry Halpin 
Beach: Thin Ochre  
Acrylic 
17 x 24 cm

John Hewitt 
Reflecting, amaryllis 
2026, archival digital print on 300g Klein smooth rag paper 
43 x 43 cm

Peter Holt 
Negative Space 
Mixed media on canvas laid over board 
85 x 65 cm

Lorna Green 
Broken 
Musical instruments, wood 
150 x 40 x 40 cm 
Music by Julia Harding
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MAFA members’ 
exhibition 2026

Emma Jackson 
Zephyr 
Child’s building blocks, screenprint, shellac 
21(h) x 35(w) x 12(d) cm

Norman Long 
Sun Soakers 
Oil on board 
14 x 12″

Christopher Lawson 
Circles in Conflict 
Acrylic on canvas 
100 x 100 cm

Kath Lowe 
Bouquet of Poppies 
Oil on canvas 
101.6 cm x 76.2 cm

Kate McKennan 
There are places I remember all my life 
Mixed watercolour, coloured pencil, fibre tip 
82 x 79 cm

Pam Ibbotson 
Flow 
Oil on canvas 
80 x 80 cm
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MAFA members’ 
exhibition 2026

Henry Quick 
Alberich 
Mixed media 
102 x 76 cm

Anthony Ratcliffe 
November 
Woodcut 
60 x 80 cm

Jen Orpin 
Shifting The View 
Oil on canvas 
30 x 60 cm

Jayne Pellington 
Bonded Warehouse 
Colour etching 
61 x 70 cm

Adam Ralston 
Stockport Viaduct  
Oil on board 
16 x 20″

Julia Midgley 
Figures in Landscape Mte St Victoire 
Watercolour ink and pastel 
64 x 90 cm
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MAFA members’ 
exhibition 2026

Sandra Robinson 
When I Look At You 
Acrylic on canvas 
100 x 100 cm

Lorraine Rudyard 
Nitty Nora the Bug Explorer 
Mixed media 
48.5 x 48 x 13 cm

Steven P. Smith 
Shelf of Memories 
Oil on canvas 
80 x 60 cm

Harry Stirrup 
C153 Untitled 
Oil and tissue paper on canvas 
54 x 46 x 4 cm

Adrian Sumner 
The View From Swing Street (The Sleepsuit Riots) 
Acrylic on canvas 
40 x 30 cm

Maggie Robinson  
Memories of a Moorland Concerto 
Acrylic on wood 
90 x 100 cm
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MAFA members’ 
exhibition 2026

Malcolm Taylor 
Seven Ashore 
Artist’s acrylic paint 
Image size: 385 x 385 mm, framed size: 520 x 520 mm

Anna Thomas 
Holding Memory 
Mixed media on canvas 
65 x 65 cm

Stefanie Trow 
Crows in Flight 
Silk paint on silk 
45 × 145 cm

Amrik Varkalis 
Eldon Cafe 
Acrylic on board 
84 x 64 cm

Louise Ventris 
Metallic grey day 
Oil on panel 
32 x 32 cm

Barbara Sykes 
Walking and Talking 
Acrylic and charcoal 
18 x 21″
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MAFA members’ 
exhibition 2026

Jude Wainwright 
Casting a Shadow 
Oil on canvas 
46 x 61 cm

Bert Yates 
Still Life, Ancoats 
Oil 
64 x 64 cm

Melanie Wilks  
Three Totems  
2026, aerated concrete and metal 
97(h) x 110(w) x 70(l) cm
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Artful Remembrance 
2026 Awards

Awards have been an important part of MAFA  
for many decades, made possible through the 
generous support of individuals, businesses and 
the Academy itself. They recognise the creativity, 
commitment and achievement of our members, 
while celebrating the vital contribution of the 
visual arts to our communities and cultural life.

All members, trustees and patrons are invited  
to view the exhibition following installation  
and vote for the Artist’s Submission Awards.

Business and Individual Awards are selected  
by the sponsoring organisation or individual,  
or by a representative of the MAFA Council  
where appropriate.

All awards are presented at the exhibition’s  
official opening ceremony.

Supported by MAFA

MAFA Artist’s Submission Awards

Four awards recognising the achievements  
of four individual MAFA members.

mafa.org.uk

Sponsored in memory  
of individuals

Broxap Award 
Philip J. Wagstaff Award 
The Ulrich West Drawing Prize  
The Don McKinlay Painting Award

Sponsored by business

Wendy J Levy Gallery  
Fine Art Award

With more than 40 years experience in the  
art market, Wendy Levy is delighted to offer 
personal advice and assistance in acquiring  
and collecting works of art. 

wendyjlevy.com

The Framing Shop  
and Gallery Prize

A family owned and run picture framing 
business offering bespoke picture framing 
service up to conservation and museum 
standards.

framingshop.co.uk

Sheilabird Prize

Sheilabird designs places with life and soul. 
Commercial interior design and place branding 
that turn developments into destinations 
communities genuinely love.

sheilabird.com

TH E FR A MI NG SHOP
A N D GA LLERY
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About Manchester  
Academy of Fine Arts

Join MAFAFounded in Manchester in 1859, the Manchester 
Academy of Fine Arts (MAFA) is one of the UK’s 
longest-established artist-led organisations. 

MAFA welcomes applications from professional 
practising artists whose work demonstrates 
quality, originality and commitment.

Building on more than 165 years of artistic 
dialogue, the Academy supports both established 
and early-career artists through exhibitions, 
collaboration and opportunities to contribute  
to contemporary visual culture.

Alongside full Academician status, MAFA also 
offers Associate Membership, providing a 
supportive pathway towards full membership.

Membership applications open annually.

Visit mafa.org.uk to find out more about joining 
MAFA and sign up to our mailing list for application 
updates, exhibitions, events and opportunities.

Established through the efforts of artists and 
educators including James Astbury Hammersley, 
the Academy has been part of the cultural life of 
the North West for more than 165 years.

Throughout its history, MAFA has counted artists 
such as L.S. Lowry, Adolphe Valette and Annie 
Swynnerton among its members and continues  
to champion excellence in contemporary fine art.

Today, MAFA brings together a diverse community 
of practising artists working across a wide range  
of disciplines. 

Through exhibitions, partnerships and public 
engagement, the Academy creates opportunities 
for artists and audiences to connect while 
continuing its long tradition of artistic exchange 
and cultural contribution.

Today, MAFA brings 
together a diverse 
community of 
practising artists 
working across a wide 
range of disciplines.

 ‘’
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Support MAFA

As an independent artist-led organisation,  
MAFA relies on the generosity of supporters, 
partners and friends to sustain its work.

Support helps us to:

•	 present exhibitions across the North West

•	 create opportunities for artists at all stages  
of their careers

•	 deliver educational and public engagement 
activities

•	 continue championing artistic excellence  
and cultural exchange.

Sponsor
Partnership with MAFA provides organisations 
with an opportunity to support artists and  
cultural activity while aligning with one of the  
UK’s longest-established artist-led organisations.

Donate
Every contribution, large or small, helps us  
sustain our exhibitions, educational programmes 
and support for artists and audiences.

Become a Friend
Friends of MAFA are an important part of our 
community. Becoming a Friend offers a welcoming 
way to stay connected with exhibitions, artists  
and the wider cultural life of the Academy.

Friends receive regular updates, invitations  
and opportunities to engage more closely with 
MAFA’s activities, while helping ensure that the 
Academy can continue creating opportunities  
for artists and making high-quality contemporary 
art accessible to wider audiences

Find out more about supporting or joining MAFA  
at mafa.org.uk.

MAFA WILL BE AT 
MANCHESTER ART FAIR

19–22 November 2026 
Manchester Central

JOIN US AT STAND 407 

Visit MAFA at Manchester  
Art Fair as we take part in 
the fair for the first time.

Discover original paintings, 
printmaking, drawing  
and sculpture by Academy 
members, meet artists, and 
learn more about one of the 
UK’s longest-established 
artist-led organisations.
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Cover image 
Memories of a Moorland Concerto 
by Maggie Robinson

Artist-led since 1859
Championing artistic excellence in the fine arts 
through exhibition, education and dialogue.
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